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CEMETERY RULES
   
DO NOT step over, lean, stand or sit on a grave.

(Abu Hurrairah relates that the Prophet (P.B.U.H.) said : " It is better for a person to sit on burning 
coal by which his clothes may catch fire and the heat thereof may touch his skin, rather than that 
he sits on a grave " (Muslim).

DO NOT build any form of construction on the grave, or decorate the 
grave.

From the authentic traditions, it is clear that to erect domes over graves or build mausoleums or 
Mosques on graves is
strictly forbidden. Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H) said: " Do not build Mosques in the graveyard " 
(Muslim).
Ali ibn abi Taleb reported that : " Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H.) instructed him to destroy all 
statues, and not to leave a
grave raised high without leveling it with the ground " ( Muslim), which means no construction on 
the grave.

DO NOT plaster the grave, whitewash the grave, or use baked stones
(such as bricks).

Jabir relates that the Prophet (P.B.U.H.) has forbidden that a grave should be made strong (of 
bricks and plaster), or
durable or one should sit over it or the same should have a construction over it. ( Muslim).  Jabir 
also reported:
"Prophet Muhammad forbade the whitewashing of a grave, sitting on it, or erecting any type of 
structure on
it " (Muslim).

DO NOT pray facing towards the graves.

Abu Martad al-Ghanawi reported that Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H.) said: "Do not pray facing 
towards the grave”
(Muslim).

DO NOT slaughter animals in this cemetery.

Advice:   Arranging a mourning gathering on the day of death, or on the third day after death, or on 
the seventh, or on the twentieth day, 
the fortieth day, or on the anniversary of the death are all innovative practices which people have 
introduced.  These practices have no basis whatsoever in the Quran, in the Sunnah of the Prophet,
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or in the practices of the early Muslims, may Allah the   have mercy upon them all. Some of these 
practices are done by some Muslims from different countries. DO NOT continue this misguidance.

DO NOT put candles on the grave.

Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H.) said in an authentic Hadith: "Curse those who light lamps on 
graves" (Authentic-Ahmed).

NO women are allowed during the burial service.

This is according to the authentic Hadith of Um-Atiyah who reported that we were forbidden to 
accompany funeral
processions. ( Bukhari & Muslim).

There is no Islamic teaching that planting flowers on, or around the 
grave will benefit the deceased.

There is no Islamic teaching that putting anything in, on, or around 
the grave will benefit the deceased in any way.

There is no Islamic teaching of revealing the face of the deceased 
after putting the body in the grave. 
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